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Hometown Heroes

Letter to Teachers

Welcome to an exciting project-based learning activity that connects your students with 
Hometown Heroes — leaders in their community who are making a difference . The topic of 
Hometown Heroes brings a message of inspiration through real life stories of regular people 
whose actions show courage, honesty, integrity, responsibility, generosity, and unconditional 
love . In this project students will construct critical research questions, conduct a face-to-
face interview, take notes, write feature stories and gain first hand experience of what it’s 
like to be a newspaper reporter . Using your local newspaper as a primary resource, students 
engage in activities that increase their understanding of the important role the newspaper 
plays in our community .

Students’ feature stories are eligible for publication in The Free Lance–Star. Prizes will also 
be awarded to student winners .

Contest Details

This Teacher Guide provides (1) learning objectives and suggestions for before, during and 
after each lesson; (2) a matrix identifying academic standards addressed in each lesson; and 
(3) a writing rubric for scoring student work . It is recommended that all students use the 
writing rubric frequently during this project so they understand the criteria by which their 
writing will be evaluated . 

We know students will enjoy this project-based learning experience designed to deepen 
their understanding of our local newspaper while expanding critical listening, speaking, 
reading, writing and research skills .

INTRODUCTION 
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Hometown Heroes

Letter to Students

A hero is a person noted for special achievement or effort . A hero is also someone who acts 
with courage, bravery, or personal sacrifice. Heroes are young, old, male, female, rich, poor, 
and found all over the world—including your own hometown!

Who is a hometown hero? The fireman who rushes into a burning building because he 
thinks there might be someone inside is a hero  . The teacher who takes time after school to 
tutor students learning English is a hero  . So is the parent who coaches a soccer team after 
working all week, or the single mother working two jobs to support her family  . The sports 
star who uses his time to visit sick children in a hospital is a hero, as is the police officer 
who risks her life to keep your community safe .

Heroes are all around and their achievements—great and small—inspire others . One of the 
most exciting parts of a newspaper reporter’s job is the chance to meet and talk with people 
who have inspiring stories to tell . Newspaper “feature stories” tell about those who make a 
difference in the lives of others .

In this project you will interview a difference maker in your hometown, write a feature story 
about him or her and have the chance to see your story published in The Free Lance–Star. In 
addition, winning Students in grades 4-6 will receive prizes.

One winner will have his or her feature story published on the kidscoop  .com website and in 
a special publication made available to participating newspapers .

Kid Scoop will help you along . For the next few weeks, you will learn important steps for 
a successful interview and what it takes to write a winning feature story—how to write 
questions, take notes, be a good listener and experience what it’s like to be a real newspaper 
reporter . Best of all, you will meet and talk face to face with someone making a difference 
right in your own home town .

INTRODUCTION 
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LANGUAGE ARTS
1 . Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process

    • Summarizing (4.5, 5.5, 6.5)

    • Genres (4.5, 5.5, 6.5) 

    • Outlining/organizing information (4.7, 5.7, 6.7)

    • Writing questions (4.6, 6.7)

2 . Gathers and uses information for research purposes (4 .9, 5 .9, 6 .9)

3 . Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process

    • Compare and Contrast (5.6, 6.6)

    • Identify Main Idea and Supporting Details (4.5, 5.6, 6.6)

    • Fact and Opinion (4.6, 5.6, 6.6)

    • Answer Questions to Demonstrate Comprehension (4.5, 4.6, 6.6)

4 . Uses reading skills and strategies to understand and interpret 
    informational text (4 .6, 5 .6, 6 .6)

    • Research Using the Newspaper (Extension Activities) (4 .6, 5 .6, 5 .9, 6 .6)

5 . Uses listening and speaking strategies for different purposes (4 .1, 5 .1)

WORKING WITH OTHERS

CIVICS/CHARACTER EDUCATION

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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•
•

1 .  Contributes to the overall effort of a group (4 .1, 5 .1, 6 .1)

1 . Understands how participation in civic and political life can help 
    citizens attain individual and public goals (CE 3, CE5)

2. Understands how certain character traits enhance citizens’ ability to 
    fulfill personal and civic responsibilities (CE 4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

• • •

• 

•

• 

•

 

•

 

•

• 

•

STANDARDS 

(* Numbers in parenthesis on the left-hand side of the chart indicate Virginia SOLs.)
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Topic

Organization

Word Choice 
& Voice

Sentences

Conventions

4 3 2 1

A. Unique topic
B. Well chosen 
 facts, details, 
 and explanations 

A. Interesting topic
B. Simple facts, 
 details, and 
 explanations

A. Common topic
B. General 
 observations; 
 lacks detail

A. Broad or 
 unclear topic
B. Lacks details

A. Dynamic 
 headline
B. Catchy lead in 
 sentence or 
 introductory 
 paragraph
C. Who, what, when, 
 where, why
D. Multiple paragraphs 
 with smooth 
 transitions
E. Logical flow of ideas
F. Catchy conclusion

A. Interesting headline
B. Thoughtful lead or 
 introductory 
 paragraph
C. Who, what, when, 
 where, why
D. Multiple paragraphs
E. Good flow of ideas
F. Good conclusion

A. Basic headline
B. Unclear introductory 
 paragraph
C. May not include all 
 parts of who, what, 
 when, where, why
D. Paragraphs not well 
 developed 
E. Some flow of ideas 
F. Basic conclusion

A. Headline missing or 
 uninteresting
B. No clear introduction
C. May not include all 
 parts of who, what, 
 when, where, why 
D. Paragraphs unclear
E. Poor or no flow of 
 ideas
F. Weak or no 
 conclusion

A. Striking words and 
 phrases
B. Provides detailed 
 inside and outside 
 view of character
C. Lively verbs add 
 energy while specific 
 nouns add depth
D. Strong sense of 
 voice

A. Interesting words 
 and phrases
B. Provides some 
 inside and outside 
 view of character
C. Verbs are simple; 
 some are unique; 
 nouns are interesting
D. Good sense of voice

A. Appropriate words 
 and phrases 
B. May provide either 
 inside or outside 
 view of character
C. Common  verbs, 
 everyday nouns, 
 awkward adjectives
D. Unclear voice

A. Variety of sentences 
 – long, short, simple 
 and complex
B. Variety of sentence 
 beginnings 
C. Flow from one 
 sentence to the 
 next is smooth

A. Some variety of 
 sentences – long 
 and short; mostly 
 simple
B. Most sentences 
 begin differently
C. Most sentences 
 connect smoothly

A. Most sentences 
 are complete and 
 use correct word 
 order
B. Some variety of 
 beginnings
C. Some sentences 
 connect smoothly

A. Sentences are 
 simple 
B. Some sentences 
 begin the same way 
 or follow the same 
 patterns
C. Sentences are 
 choppy with no 
 sense of flow

A. Correct spelling
B. Accurate 
 punctuation and 
 capitalization
C. Correct grammar 
 and usage

A. Spelling usually 
 correct   
B. Punctuation and 
 capitalization 
 usually correct
C. Grammar and usage 
 mostly correct

A. Some spelling errors
B. Some punctuation 
 and capitalization 
 errors
C. Some problems with 
 grammar and usage

A. Many spelling errors
B. Many punctuation 
 and capitalization 
 errors
C. Errors in grammar 
 and usage make it 
 difficult to  
 understand

WRITING RUBRIC 



7

Hometown Heroes

INTRODUCING THE TOPIC:
 In this lesson students will:

 • search the local section of your newspaper for articles about hometown heroes
 • analyze an article to identify who, what, where, when and why
 • identify main ideas and important details

 Before: 
 Have students brainstorm characters that they think are heroes . Then have them think 
 about their families, neighborhoods, or friends . ASK: What makes someone a hero? 

 During: 
 Distribute newspapers and identify an article about a hometown hero . Read together . 
 Use this article to model the activities in Lesson 1 on the board. Assign a second 
 article or ask students to find one on their own. Distribute the worksheet. Allow 30 
 minutes to complete .

 After: 
 Have students work in teams to share their work.  Discuss as a class how it benefits a 
 community to share good news in the local paper about hometown heroes . 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:
 Assign or have students select one or more extension activity .

 1 . Write a short speech in which you present an award to a hometown hero .
 2 . Take one sentence from your article and stretch the sentence by adding details or 
   descriptive words .
 3. Take another article and find the 5 W’s (who, what, when, where, and why).
 4 . Write a catchy headline about a hometown hero in your classroom or school . 
   Try to include the 5 W’s.
 5 . Write a letter to the editor describing what you appreciated about the hometown 
   hero article .

LESSON 1: TEACHER GUIDE NEWSPAPERS AND PEOPLE MAKE A DIFFERENCE
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REPORTER’S NOTEPAD

To the reporter:
You will learn how the newspaper plays an important role in your community by reporting on local people and events .

Your assignment:
Articles about events in your area are found in the local section of the newspaper along with stories about people—
including hometown heroes . A hometown hero is a person working hard to make your community a better place . In this 
lesson you will search the local section of your newspaper for articles about hometown heroes making headlines—and a 
difference—in your town . 

Go!
Select one article about a hometown hero and get ready to write .

Your article’s headline:

Who is the 
article about?

What did this 
person do?

Why did this 
person do it?

Where did it 
happen?

When did it 
happen?

LESSON 1: WORKSHEET, PAGE 1 OF 2 NEWSPAPERS AND PEOPLE MAKE A DIFFERENCE
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Now dig into the details! 3, 2, 1 Go!

What are three important details included in the story?

1 .

2 .

3 .

What are two things you will remember about this person? 

1 .

2 .

What is one word used in the story that best describes the hometown hero?

1 .

Next, use your notes to write a brief summary of the article:

Answer the following question in 20 words or less: How does it benefit a community to share good news in the local 
newspaper about hometown heroes?

LESSON 1: WORKSHEET, PAGE 2 OF 2 NEWSPAPERS AND PEOPLE MAKE A DIFFERENCE
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INTRODUCING THE TOPIC:
 In this lesson students will:

 • use the newspaper to locate two feature stories and two news articles 
 • compare and contrast feature stories and news articles using a Venn Diagram
 • identify writing techniques used in feature stories

 Before: 
 Locate several examples of short feature stories and news articles to read to the 
 class. Introduce the “Background” information at the top of Lesson 2. As you read 
 your examples point out how the beginning, middle and ending of a feature story are 
 different from a news article . Highlight descriptive words and phrases in the feature 
 story as well as idioms, quotes or colorful language . Draw a Venn Diagram on the 
 board and use it to compare similarities (both have headlines, beginning, middle, end, 
 tell about real people, etc .) and differences (feature stories are more descriptive and 
 cover timely topics; news articles cover late-breaking events, etc .)

 During: 
 Distribute newspapers to teams of two . Each team should try to locate two feature 
 stories and two news articles to compare and contrast . Students use two feature stories 
 to complete the matrix comparing writing techniques . Allow 30 minutes to complete .

 After: 
 Debrief the unique components of a feature story .  Ask students to name things they 
 are “experts” on and could write about in a feature story . Discuss the extension 
 activities and assign for homework .

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:
 1 . Generate a list of topics that you are an “authority” on and could write about as 
   feature stories . Think about the following self-interview questions: 
     • What are some things I am good at?
     • What are some things I know how to do well?
     • What are some experiences I have had that taught me a lesson?
 2 . Compare your list with another student . Do you share the same interests or areas 
   of expertise?
 3. Look through the newspaper for unusual feature stories. Make a chart that includes 
   the topics, headlines, what you learned, and what you would like to learn more 
   about . Research what you want to learn on the Internet . Write a follow up feature 
   story with your new information .

LESSON 2: TEACHER GUIDE FEATURING FEATURE STORIES – READ ALL ABOUT IT!
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REPORTER’S NOTEPAD

Background:
Stories about hometown heroes are known as “feature” stories . Unlike news articles, feature stories are not late-breaking 
news but cover timely topics such as fashion, human interest, travel, people, points of view about an event, or “behind the 
scene” information . Feature stories are often “people” oriented and use words and sentences that are more descriptive than 
news articles .

To the reporter:
You will learn the difference between a feature story and a news article .

Your assignment:
You will (1) locate feature stories and news articles in the newspaper; (2) compare how they are alike and different; and 
(3) find and list writing techniques used in feature stories.

1. Listen as your teacher shares several examples of feature stories and news articles.
2 . Select a partner and locate two feature stories and two news articles in the newspaper . Read the opening paragraphs
 of the feature stories and compare these with the lead paragraphs of news articles . Compare the middle and endings
 of both . Record similarities and differences below .

Feature Stories News Articles

LESSON 2: WORKSHEET, PAGE 1 OF 2 FEATURING FEATURE STORIES – READ ALL ABOUT IT!
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3. Now using just your two feature stories, find writing techniques such as descriptive words and phrases, colorful
 language, idioms, or first- and second-person points of view. Record your findings in the chart below.

Feature Story 1 Feature Story 2

Headline

Topic

Descriptive Words

Descriptive Phrases

Colorful language

Idioms

First Person Quotes

LESSON 2: WORKSHEET, PAGE 2 OF 2 FEATURING FEATURE STORIES – READ ALL ABOUT IT!
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INTRODUCING THE TOPIC:
 In this lesson students will:

 • use the newspaper to locate one feature story about a person
 • look for clues that tell about that person’s personality and physical appearance
 • understand the difference between inside and outside view and why both are important

 Before: 
 Review today’s newspaper and pre-select feature stories about people. Next, draw the 
 character sketch on the board . Ask students to think of words or phrases that describe 
 what a person might be like on the inside (personality) and on the outside (physical 
 appearance) . Write words inside or outside the character sketch . Next, share one 
 feature story about a person and identify words or phrases in the story that tell about 
 that person’s inside and outside view. Explain that both inside and outside views are 
 important pieces of a feature story as they help the reader gain a more complete picture 
 not only what a person thinks and believes but how he or she appears and acts .

 During: 
 Distribute newspapers . Direct students to other feature stories and have them select 
 one to look for inside/outside views to complete the character sketch worksheet. Allow 
 15-20 minutes to complete .

 After: 
 Put students who selected the same feature story in a group to compare findings. 
 Debrief the importance of inside/outside views.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:
 Assign or allow students to select and complete one extension activity for homework .

 1. Look in the comics section and create a character sketch about your favorite comic 
   strip personality . What does this character say or do that tells you about his 
   personality?
 2 . Read another feature article about a person . Make a list of reasons why you would 
   want this person as a friend .
 3 . Think of a real-life incident that happened to you and create a headline . Then write 
   an article about your experience that includes inside view and outside view 
   information . What do you want the reader to remember about you?
 4. Read a letter to the editor on the Opinion/Editorial page. What can you tell about the 
   inside view of the person writing the letter?

LESSON 3: TEACHER GUIDE FEATURING FEATURE STORIES – CHARACTER SKETCH
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Hometown Heroes

REPORTER’S NOTEPAD

Background:
A well-written feature story about a hometown hero contains information that helps the reader understand what this 
person is like on the outside and on the inside . This includes what the person looks like, acts like, and how the person 
feels or thinks .

To the reporter:
You will complete a character sketch using a feature story from the newspaper .

Your assignment:
Look through the newspaper for a feature story about a person making a difference – it could be a hometown hero or 
someone well-known outside your community. Look for clues that tell about that person’s personality (inside view) and 
physical appearance (outside view) . 

Directions:
1. As you read your feature story about a difference maker, circle words that describe the person’s physical traits - things
 that can be seen from the outside view . 
2. Now reread the article and underline clues about this person’s “inside view”—things that tell you about his (or her)
 personality, thinking, or feelings .
3. Write your findings about this person’s outside view (physical traits) outside this character sketch . 
4. Next, write your findings about this person’s inside view (personality traits) inside this character sketch .

LESSON 3: WORKSHEET, PAGE 1 OF 2 FEATURING FEATURE STORIES – CHARACTER SKETCH
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Inside View:
Write words that 
describe what the 
person is like on 

the inside

Outside View:
Write words that describe 
what the person is like on 
the outside: height, age, 
appearance, voice, traits, 

habits, etc .

Character Sketch

LESSON 3: WORKSHEET, PAGE 2 OF 2 FEATURING FEATURE STORIES – CHARACTER SKETCH
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INTRODUCING THE TOPIC:
 In this lesson students will:

 • write a feature story
 • share their story with a partner or small group
 • be introduced to the writing rubric and use it to guide their content and organization

 Before: 
 Review Lesson 4 and the suggested topics. Identify an example for each topic. Review 
 the writing rubric and make a copy for each student .

 During: 
 Tell students that they will write their first feature story. Model the Lesson 4 
 Worksheet using one of your pre-identified topics. Review the criteria of a feature 
 story and the writing rubric for scoring . Remind students to use words and phrases that 
 describe both inside and outside views . (If students opt to rewrite a feature story from 
 the newspaper, distribute newspapers .) Allow approximately 30-45 minutes to complete .

 After: 
 Put students in groups of three.  Each student should have a turn sharing the first draft 
 while others listen and provide feedback.  Students rewrite/revise their feature story. 
 Using the writing rubric, students self-score their feature story . Collect feature stories, 
 score using the writing rubric and provide feedback .

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:
 Allow students to select a topic from among those listed and write a second feature 
 story for homework .

 1 . Find an interesting picture in the newspaper . Think about what happened before the 
   picture was taken and what might happen next . Write a feature story about this topic .
 2 . Imagine you are taking a trip to the moon on the next space shuttle . Find things in 
   the newspaper to take along . Write a feature story telling about the items you 
   selected and why you need them to survive .
 3. Look in the movie section and pick a show starring your favorite actor. Write a 
   feature story about making the movie from his or her point of view .
 4 . Find a news article in the sports section about a recent sporting event . Use your 
   imagination to write a feature story that gives more detail on something that 
   happened during the game .

LESSON 4: TEACHER GUIDE FEATURING FEATURE STORIES – WRITE ON!
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REPORTER’S NOTEPAD

To the reporter:
You will write a feature story .

Your assignment: 
You will choose a topic that interests you, organize your ideas using this Reporter’s Notepad Lesson, and write a feature 
story . Some ideas for topics are:

 • Select a favorite fairy tale or tall tale character (for example, Little Red Riding Hood, Jack and the Beanstalk,
    Paul Bunyan, etc .) and rewrite as a feature story .
 • Write a tall tale or fairy tale from a different point of view, such as the Wolf’s version of Red Riding Hood’s story.
 • Select a newspaper feature story and rewrite it in your own words.
 • Think about something you identified in Lesson 2 Extension Activities that you are an authority on. Write a feature
    story about that topic .

My story is about

Details about my topic

Words that describe my topic or main character

Now think of a good headline:

LESSON 4: WORKSHEET, PAGE 1 OF 3 FEATURING FEATURE STORIES – WRITE ON!
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Write your feature story on this page . 

Headline

Lead Sentence                    

 

Your Name                 

Write an attention-getting opening for your feature story:
 

 

  

Develop your feature story with two to three paragraphs:

continued on next page...

LESSON 4: WORKSHEET, PAGE 2 OF 3 FEATURING FEATURE STORIES – WRITE ON!
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Develop your feature story with two to three paragraphs (continued):

Finish your feature story:

LESSON 4: WORKSHEET, PAGE 2 OF 3 FEATURING FEATURE STORIES – WRITE ON!
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LESSON 5: TEACHER GUIDE ON ASSIGNMENT – INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

INTRODUCING THE TOPIC:
 In this lesson students will:

 • learn how to prepare for the interview
 • understand and write five different types of questions 

 Before: 
 Review Lesson 5. Ask students to brainstorm things they might need to bring if they 
 were going on a camping trip . What kind of information might they need to research 
 before leaving? Connect this to an interview and the importance of being prepared, 
 doing background research and asking the right kinds of questions . Tell students in this 
 lesson they will learn about five different types of questions and practice identifying 
 and writing examples of each .

 During: 
 Guide students through “Step One – Get Ready!” Direct students to “Step Two: Plan 
 Your Questions.” Review the five types of questions, definitions and examples. Allow 
 time for students to complete the matching activity . Check answers . Before having 
 students write questions, remind them of the topics they identified that they are an 
 authority on .  Direct them to select one topic . Allow time to write examples of each 
 type of question .

 After: 
 Do a “room whip .” Ask for an example of an open-ended question as you “whip” 
 around the room . Then move to the next type of question so students hear and share 
 many examples .

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:
 Review and select activities for homework .

 1. Use the newspaper to find details in feature articles that can be sorted into the five 
   types of questions in this lesson .
 2 . Find a famous person in the newspaper . Research him or her on the Internet . 
   Make a list of questions you would like to ask . Be sure to include at least one or 
   more from each of the five types.
 3 . Change a current event in the newspaper into a fairy tale or tall tale . Make a list of 
   questions you would need to ask the main character . With a partner, take turns 
   playing the main character and the reporter .
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Hometown Heroes

REPORTER’S NOTEPAD

Background:
Feature stories have more details than news articles, require more research, and often contain information gathered 
through an interview . The reporter may need to spend time questioning people to gather background information, 
interesting details, and first person quotes to use in the article.

To the reporter:
You will learn to prepare for an interview and about different kinds of questions .

Your assignment:
If you were going on vacation, you might take a digital camera, sketch pad, and pencil to help you remember details about 
your trip . Preparing for an interview is like going on vacation—you need to plan carefully . In this lesson you will learn 
how to prepare for an interview and the types of questions reporters ask .

Step One: Get Ready!
Pack your bag: Check off some things you might need for your interview:

Do your homework: 
• If you are interviewing someone about a topic, find out more by reading and researching the topic.
• If you are interviewing someone to learn about their story, try to learn about them beforehand .

Rock On! Complete the following chart to identify research choices .

    Paper          Extra batteries

    Pens or pencils         Tape recorder

    Pocket camera         Extra tapes

    Video camera         Other:

If you plan to write about… Where might you find information?

rock climbing

a rock star

rock and roll music

just plain rocks

LESSON 5: WORKSHEET, PAGE 1 OF 3 ON ASSIGNMENT – INTERVIEW QUESTIONS



22

NAME __________________________

Hometown Heroes

Step Two: Plan Your Questions
• Group questions in the order that makes sense . 
• There are different types of questions. (Try to avoid questions that can be answered with a simple yes or no.) Include
 each of the following types for a thorough interview .

Activity: Match each question with its type:

Type of Question Subject Example

Short and simple with many 
possible answers

Looks for details

1. Open-ended

2. Specific

3. Sensory

4. Meaning-seeking Looks for feelings and personal 
viewpoints

How did you first become 
interested in cooking?

Helps you understand

How many years did you take 
cooking lessons?

What is your favorite kitchen 
smell?

What is the hardest thing about 
the work you do?

Can you tell me more about what 
making a reduction sauce means?

1. _____ Open-ended

2. _____ Specific

3. _____ Sensory

4. _____ Meaning-seeking

5. _____ Clarifying

A. Where were you born?

B. Can you say a little more about river rafting?

C. What was your childhood like?

D. What did the storm sound like?

E. What will it mean to you when your solar home is finished?

Answers: 1-C;  2-A;  3-D;  4-E; 5-B

LESSON 5: WORKSHEET, PAGE 2 OF 3 ON ASSIGNMENT – INTERVIEW QUESTIONS
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Now think about a topic of your choice. Write two examples for each of the five types of questions for a total of ten questions.

Practice: Practice asking your questions with another student .

Type of Question Example #1 Example #2

1. Open-ended

2. Specific

3. Sensory

4. Meaning-seeking

5. Clarifying

LESSON 5: WORKSHEET, PAGE 3 OF 3 ON ASSIGNMENT – INTERVIEW QUESTIONS
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LESSON 6: TEACHER GUIDE ON ASSIGNMENT – INTERVIEW TECHNIQUES

INTRODUCING THE TOPIC:
 In this lesson students will:

 • learn interview techniques and the importance of good interview manners
 • conduct a mock interview using the five types of questions

 Before: 
 Review Lesson 6. Discuss the importance of good manners. Ask students for examples 
 of good manners and poor manners .

 During: 
 Direct students to the “Good Manners Make Good Interviews” section and review 
 the example . Provide one or two additional examples, then let students complete with 
 a partner. Allow time to share ideas with the class. Direct students to the “Let’s 
 Practice!” section . Working with their partner, students take turns being the 
 interviewer and the interviewee . Discuss the types of questions provided and allow 
 20 minutes for them to write questions and conduct the mock interview and 
 note taking . Complete the “Follow Up” Section .

 After: 
 Ask students to complete a quick write on interview manners, what they learned from 
 this experience, and why follow up is important .

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:
 Review activities. Let students choose an activity. Form groups of students who 
 selected the same activity and complete with a partner .

 1. Look through the newspaper for examples of people using good manners. Then find 
   examples in the newspaper of people using poor manners . Make a T-chart 
   comparing both .
 2. Find a feature article in the newspaper that tells someone’s story. Make a list of the 
   kinds of questions you think the reporter asked to gather information .
 3 . Find an article about a famous person . Circle the adjectives or descriptive phrases 
   that are used to describe this person . How many of them describe “outside view” 
   traits? How many describe “inside view” traits?
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REPORTER’S NOTEPAD

To the reporter:
Whether you are investigating a community issue—like recycling in your own back yard—or interviewing someone to 
find out about their life story, you will learn more by asking the right kind of questions and acting like a real reporter.

Your assignment:
In this lesson you will learn and practice interviewing techniques .

Interview Manners 
Manners are things we do to act politely. Saying “Thank you” and “You’re welcome” are signs of good manners. With a 
partner make a list of five things you do every day that show good manners.

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .

1 .

LESSON 6: WORKSHEET, PAGE 1 OF 3 ON ASSIGNMENT – INTERVIEW TECHNIQUES
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Good Manners Make Good Interviews:
To have a successful interview, it is important that you and the person being interviewed both feel comfortable . This 
makes asking and answering questions easier as you gather information .

Give an example of the following interview manners. The first one is done for you.

Let’s Practice!
With a partner pick one of the following topics and take turns conducting a pretend interview . 

• Your favorite TV/movie star
• Your favorite musician
• Your favorite athlete
• Someone you admire (name)

Interview Manners What it looks like or sounds like:

Be on time

Introduce yourself 

Explain your project

Be polite and respectful

Speak clearly when asking your questions

Be a good listener

Allow time for the person to think

Be sincere

Be curious – ask for details

Take careful notes (or use a tape recorder)

Express thanks

“I’ll be there at 3:00 sharp!”

LESSON 6: WORKSHEET, PAGE 2 OF 3 ON ASSIGNMENT – INTERVIEW TECHNIQUES
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Directions:
Review your Interview Manners before beginning . Pick some of the following questions .

  Who is your favorite TV/movie star, musician or athlete (or someone you admire)?
  When did you first learn about this person?
  What does he/she do that you find interesting?
  If you could ask him/her one question, what would it be?
  What would you like him/her to know about you?
  If you could spend the day with this person, what would you do?
  Are there any similarities between you and this person?

Now, write 4 more questions on your own:

Next Step: Follow Up
When you have completed the interview, there are still things to do . In the space below, write why each step is important .

2 .

3 .

4 .

1 .

What to do Why this is important

Ask permission to share the person’s story.

If you used a tape recorder, check to make sure it 
worked properly. 

Label your notes with the date and person’s name.

Send a thank-you note.

LESSON 6: WORKSHEET, PAGE 3 OF 3 ON ASSIGNMENT – INTERVIEW TECHNIQUES
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LESSON 7: TEACHER GUIDE GETTING THE FACTS AND THE OPINION

INTRODUCING THE TOPIC:
 In this lesson students will:

 • understand the difference between fact and opinion
 • recognize fact and opinion in the answers to a reporter’s questions

 Before: 
 Review the difference between a factual statement and one that expresses opinion . 
 Review key words that often identify opinion (best, most, worst, etc .) Use the 
 newspaper to identify statements of fact and opinion . Review statements with students 
 using a T chart on the board to sort .

 During: 
 Review directions for the “Interview with a Hometown Hero .” Assign partners to play 
 the role of Robert Reporter and Henry Hero . Point out that students will be reviewing 
 the five types of questions as they look for the facts and the opinions in each answer. 
 Allow 10 minutes and debrief .

 After: 
 Students should work together to summarize information and share their answers in a 
 small group .

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:
 Review activities . NOTE: The A to Z activity can be completed by the whole class 
 with students each assigned a few letters of the alphabet . Individual responses are then 
 collected on a class chart of “Facts (or Opinions) From A to Z .”

 1. Look on the Opinion/Editorial page for letters to the editor as well as the editorial. 
   Make a T-chart to list the facts and opinions included on the Op/Ed page.
 2. In teams of two find a feature story in the newspaper. Circle the facts and underline 
   the opinions. Compare your story with your partner. Did you find the same facts 
   and opinions?
 3. Look in the sports section for quotes about a recent sporting event. Underline the 
   facts in blue and the opinions in red . Are there more facts or opinions? Graph 
   the results .
 4. Make an A to Z list. Look in the newspaper for facts on everything from A to Z. 
   Cut and paste or write your findings on your A to Z list. Now create an A to Z list 
   about opinions. Which was easier to complete – facts or opinions?
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REPORTER’S NOTEPAD

Background Information:
A fact is something that is true about a topic and can be tested or proven . 
An opinion is a person’s idea, thought or feeling about a topic.

Examples:
• Fact: My dog is a black lab.
• Opinion: The best breed of dog is a black lab.

To the reporter:
As you record answers to your interview questions, you will hear facts and opinions . A good feature story may contain 
both, and a good reporter can tell the difference .

Your assignment:
In this lesson you will identify fact and opinion in the answers to a reporter’s question.

Directions:
Robert Reporter is interviewing Henry the Hometown Hero who was recently honored for raising funds to build an 
outdoor exercise course for children. Read the following interview that includes examples of the five kinds of questions 
you learned in Lesson 5. After each question, identify the facts or opinions in Henry’s responses.

Interview with a Hometown Hero

Robert Reporter: How did you first become interested in building an exercise course for children in our community? 
(Open-ended question)
Henry Hero: When I was younger, my parents took us to the gym every day as part of our family health plan. It was the 
best gym in town! It had the coolest equipment.

LESSON 7: WORKSHEET, PAGE 1 OF 3 GETTING THE FACTS AND THE OPINION
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Robert Reporter: How many hours a day did you exercise? (Specific Question)
Henry Hero: I only exercised 30 minutes a day as a youngster, but it was the most wonderful way to spend an afternoon. I 
have better memories than most people my age.

Robert Reporter: Why does exercise feel so good? (Sensory Question)
Henry Hero: Well, exercise releases peptides into your system that relieve stress. Working out at a gym is better than 
working out at home to relieve stress. The worst place to exercise is in your office.

Robert Reporter: What do you think is the best way to get into the exercise habit? (Meaning-seeking Question)
Henry Hero: The only way you get into the exercise habit is to exercise every day in the morning. The sun rises early in 
the morning, and so do I. 

Robert Reporter: Tell me more about how early you get up and get going in the morning? (Clarifying Question)
Henry Hero: I jump out of bed when the alarm goes off at 5:00 a.m. Early to rise is the best way to stay “healthy, wealthy 
and wise!” Only early risers have the best chance to stay healthy.

LESSON 7: WORKSHEET, PAGE 2 OF 3 GETTING THE FACTS AND THE OPINION
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Now summarize your interview with Henry the Hometown Hero:

Headline:

Introduction: Henry the Hometown Hero recently

Body: Henry’s interest in exercise goes back to his childhood when

According to Henry,

Henry’s daily routine includes

Henry feels

Your ending:

LESSON 7: WORKSHEET, PAGE 3 OF 3 GETTING THE FACTS AND THE OPINION
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LESSON 8: TEACHER GUIDE ON WITH THE SHOW!

INTRODUCING THE TOPIC:
 In this lesson students will:

 • prepare for and conduct their interview with a difference maker
 • organize their findings for the feature article
 • write their feature article
 • use the writing rubric to self-correct

 Before: 
 Tell students to identify people in the community who they think are heroes or 
 difference makers . Possible subjects include:
 • health workers
 • performing artists 
 • business people 
 • family members
 • classmates and friends
 • teachers, administrators or mentors
 • community leaders (mayor, city council) or service providers (policemen, firemen)
 • members of the armed services
 • athletes

 Students need to contact by phone, email or send a letter to set up an appointment . 
 Establish a deadline when all interviews must be completed and a timeline for the 
 project . Review types of questions and help students prepare a list . Remind students 
 that they will probably ask additional questions during the interview . Review what 
 they will need to bring with them .

 During: 
 Make a chart with each student’s name, the name of their difference maker, the date 
 for their appointment, date for first draft and final article. Track student progress.

 After: 
 Share feature stories as part of an oral report for whole class or in small groups . 
 Collect and copy each feature story for a class book . Send feature stories to 
 Interview with a Difference Maker Contest, c/o xxxx (your newspaper) .

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:
 Letters to the Editor activity can be modified to a Letter to the Teacher. Students should 
 describe what they learned from this experience that made a difference in their lives .

 1 . Write a letter to the editor about your hometown hero . Share what you learned 
   about the experience of being a reporter .
 2. Look through the newspapers for articles about people who are heroes. Make a 
   chart that lists the headline and who, what, when, where and why of each article . 
 3 . Find and cut out news photographs of people .  Imagine what happened before and 
   after the picture was taken . Create an imaginary but heroic story with a positive 
   ending based on the events in the photo .
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REPORTER’S NOTEPAD

To the reporter:
It’s time to interview a hometown hero making a difference in your community!

Your assignment:
In this lesson you will prepare for your interview, conduct your interview, and organize ideas to write your feature article. 

Before the interview:
1 . Name of the person I will interview: 

2 . What this person did:

3 . I have contacted this person by: (check all that apply)
  phone
  letter
  email

4 . My appointment is: Day   Time
Location:

5 . Research!

What I already know about this person What I need to find out

LESSON 8: WORKSHEET, PAGE 1 OF 6 ON WITH THE SHOW!
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6 .  My list of questions:

7 . Things I will bring to the interview:

Type Examples

Open-ended

Specific

Sensory

Meaning-seeking

Clarifying

LESSON 8: WORKSHEET, PAGE 2 OF 6 ON WITH THE SHOW!
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8 . Press Pass
• Cut out, write your name and the name of your local paper
• Glue to card stock – punch a hole
• Put a string through the hole and tie around your neck. You’re ready to go!

During the interview:
Write down points to remember:

• Introduce myself
• Tell about my project
• Set up my equipment or get ready to take notes
• Use my questions
• Be a good listener
• Speak clearly
• Take careful notes, especially when recording a direct quote
• Say “thank you” when the interview ends
• Follow up with a “thank you” note

PRESS PASS
NEWSPAPER:

REPORTER’S NAME:

LESSON 8: WORKSHEET, PAGE 3 OF 6 ON WITH THE SHOW!
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After the interview:
Complete the following outline to organize your feature story:

a . My hometown hero

Details 
 
 
 

Words that describe my hometown hero 

 

 

b . Story Outline:

Headline

Subtitle 

 

Byline                 

Catchy lead in:

LESSON 8: WORKSHEET, PAGE 4 OF 6 ON WITH THE SHOW!
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Ideas for organizing paragraphs with main ideas and details:

Main Idea #1:  

     Detail, example, explanation:   

     Detail, example, explanation:   

     Quote:   

Main Idea #2:  

     Detail, example, explanation:   

     Detail, example, explanation:   

     Quote:   

Main Idea #3:  

     Detail, example, explanation:   

     Detail, example, explanation:   

    Quote:   

Add more paragraphs as needed

Transition to closing  

Quote:  

Important point to remember:  

Catchy closing:

LESSON 8: WORKSHEET, PAGE 5 OF 6 ON WITH THE SHOW!
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c. Write the first draft of your feature story. 
d . Proofread your draft with a partner . Ask for feedback: suggestions or ideas to make it better .
e . Write the second draft . Review the writing rubric . Does your feature story have a strong voice and perspective?
 An interesting opening and closing? Quotes? 
f . Check for grammar and spelling .
g. Write the final draft.
h. Submit final draft to your teacher.

LESSON 8: WORKSHEET, PAGE 6 OF 6 ON WITH THE SHOW!


